FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MOVING IMAGE PRESENTS ‘WE GOTTA HAVE IT: THE
20th ANNIVERSARY OF THE NEW WAVE OF BLACK
CINEMA,’ A DISCUSSION PROGRAM ON THE HISTORY
AND FUTURE OF AFRICAN-AMERICAN FILMMAKING
Saturday, November 12, 2011
In 1991, The New York Times Magazine ran a cover story about the unprecedented
number of black films released by Hollywood. Produced both inside and outside the
studio system, these films heralded the arrival of a new generation of filmmakers,
including Spike Lee, John Singleton, Mario Van Peebles, Robert Townsend, the Hudlin
brothers, and Matty Rich. The films released that year—including Boyz n the Hood,
New Jack City, Jungle Fever, and Straight out of Brooklyn—sparked a cultural
explosion that still reverberates. To mark the 20th anniversary of this new wave of
black cinema, Museum of the Moving Image will host a town hall meeting on the future
of black cinema on Saturday, November 12, 2011, at 3:00 p.m. featuring a keynote
address by author, critic, and filmmaker Nelson George, live and Skype interviews with
prominent filmmakers including John Singleton (Boys n the Hood) and scholars, and
an open discussion.
“We Gotta Have It: The 20th Anniversary of the New Wave of Black Cinema” was
organized by Warrington Hudlin, founder of the Black Filmmaker Foundation and
Museum trustee. “Much has changed and much has not changed in the 20 years that
have passed since the black cinematic explosion of 1991,” said Hudlin. “Responding to
the keynote speech by Nelson George, we have invited the prime movers and shakers
of the black cinema movement for a town hall discussion of where this movement is
headed (or should be headed). This will be an historic gathering of indie filmmakers,
film festival programmers, journalists, critics, and bloggers comparable to the 1991
launch to the black new wave of films that we are celebrating.”
Tickets for “We Gotta Have It” are $15 public / free for Museum members.
Advance tickets may be purchased online at movingimage.us or by calling 718 777
6800. The program was made possible with support by NBC Universal.
The program opens with a presentation from Nelson George including clips from key
films of the era, and will be followed by live interviews, onstage and via Skype, with
major filmmakers from the period, including John Singleton, whose hit film Boyz n the
Hood played a key role in sparking the movement. The second part of the event will be
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a town hall discussion, organized with the assistance of Sheril D. Antonio, Associate
Dean at New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts. Speakers will include Sam
Pollard, frequent Spike Lee collaborator (Jungle Fever, Clockers, 4 Little Girls) and
Professor of Editing at New York University; and playwright and screenwriter Richard
Wesley who is Associate Professor of Screenwriting and Chair of the Department of
Dramatic Writing at Tisch. The discussion will focus on the trajectory of black cinema
over the past twenty years, its impact on American culture, and its future direction.
About Museum of the Moving Image
Museum of the Moving Image is the only institution in the United States that explores
the art, industry, and innovation of screen culture in all its forms. It offers a distinctive,
highly interactive core exhibition; contemporary and retrospective programs of films
from around the world; public discussions with leading figures in film and television; a
unique collection; inspiring education programs; stimulating changing exhibitions; and
groundbreaking online projects. More information at movingimage.us
Press Contact: Tomoko Kawamoto / tkawamoto@movingimage.us / 718 777 6830
MUSEUM INFORMATION
Hours: Tuesday-Thursday, 10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Friday, 10:30 to 8:00 p.m. SaturdaySunday, 10:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Holiday hours: The Museum will be open on Mondays from
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. December 26 and January 2. On Christmas Eve (Dec. 24) and New
Year’s Eve (Dec. 31), the galleries will close at 5:00 p.m. The Museum is closed on Thanksgiving
(Nov. 24) and Christmas Day (Dec. 25).
Film Screenings: Friday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays, and as scheduled.
Museum Admission: $12.00 for adults; $9.00 for persons over 65 and for students with ID;
$6.00 for children ages 3-18. Children under 3 and Museum members are admitted free.
Admission to the galleries is free on Fridays, 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. Tickets for special screenings
and events may be purchased in advance by phone at 718 777 6800 or online.
Location: 36-01 35 Avenue (at 37 Street) in Astoria.
Subway: M (weekdays only) or R to Steinway Street. Q (weekdays only) or N to 36 Avenue.
Program Information: Telephone: 718 777 6888; Website: movingimage.us
The Museum is housed in a building owned by the City of New York and its operations are made
possible in part by public funds provided through the New York City Department of Cultural
Affairs, the New York City Economic Development Corporation, the New York State Council on
the Arts, the National Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the
Institute of Museum and Library Services, and the Natural Heritage Trust (administered by the
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation). The Museum also
receives generous support from numerous corporations, foundations, and individuals. For
more information, please visit movingimage.us.
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